ORAL

NO. 706 OF 2002

THE HON J J BOSSANO

REFERENDUM ON GIBRALTAR’S FUTURE

Have Government accepted the UK's decision that they will oversee the organisation
and timing of any referendum on Gibraltar’s future?

ANSWER

THE HON THE CHIEF MINISTER

No and | was amused to read in this morning’s ABC that if | should have the temerity
of organising a referendum in Gibraltar | am in serious jeopardy of instant dismissal
from my post by the British Government.

SUPPLEMENTARY TO QUESTION NO 706 OF 2002

HON J J BOSSANO:

Well there is a silver lining in every cloud.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

| believe that the Leader of the Opposition has learnt the Spanish version of that
saying which is closer to what was used in the Spanish press.
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HOM J J BOSSAND:

That is comect | do not quabe i in the House bud | do guoba it in the Spanish press. | do
nat know whether the preservation of the House of Assembly which is the last thing

W wara promised means the presanmaton of the English language as woll, | imagina
that it is.

HON CHIEF MINISTER:

The Spanish press s speculabing ihal Spanish will become one of the official
languages in Gibraltar and Bis i3 ona of the things thal particulady plessas them that

HOMN CHIEF MINISTER:

I do nat know and they appear io think that this raises some legalstc lssue were of
course & referendum s simply a properdy administersd opportunity for people 1o
axpress 8 free and democratic view. 1| does nol mise any ssue of law and of coursa
thara is nathing in the laws of Gibraltar thal entile the UJK Govemmant but not the
Gibraltar Governenant 1o conduct a8 referendum and there = nothing in United
Kingdom lew in thel respect edher. | think the point they ane making which in my
opinion |8 & completa non saquitur is that if the result of e refemandum would reguira
a changa in English law, for axample, if we all voled lo be Spanish in this reflerendum




HON J J BOSSAND:

in & rederendum (hal deall with Gibralad's consilutional stafus consequently in the
mﬂﬂmm#m#ﬂ“ﬂm%ﬂhmﬂ
soif-debormination, would Thal requirs fhe adminisiering power 1o do i or nol if it was a
salf-determinntion refensndum shach is what we pul in the new Consiitusion?

Cariainly | con soe fhal e arguments become differont if one s lalking aboul a
refsrendum on the sistus bebwoen the relationship bebessn UK and Gibraltar which
i LK have io give, whelher a5 & malier of proper Uiniled Malions jurisprudence i
has lo be organissd by the minisiening power | think is far rom clear but thal is not the
Bsue upon which wa have oxpressed the view. YWe hove said that i the Gowermement
of Gibrallar wand 10 organiae a relerendum ‘s o suisse’ lomaormow about whelher (he
prica of potrol should go wp of down of whalher we ke or do nol e the weather on
Thursday moming of whothor we ke or do nol ke whal the UK and Spanish

might agres we ame free o do S0 ond the suggestion thal the
Govermment of Gibrallar afe prohibied from onganising such a referendum = & seif-

Ihe democratically axpressed wishas of Gibraitar only Il we have had B opporiunity

o chooss the question, ¥ wa have had the cpportunity o supendss the elarendum

and if wo fave had he opporunity o choose tha liming® | think they would ba

:ﬂﬂﬂhhﬂmmﬁ”mm if thery iry arguments
that sodl

HON J J BOSSAND:

Would the matier be something thal we would debale in the House belore the
was taken. If this framework agreement comes bo fruition, which | may nol
i the lalesl stalements of Mr Sirae, If In his pedgement | 8 ol 8 good deal thes
prasumably would then come o the House belore the step of the referendum ook
pilace, would it nal?

i

It could do, the Government have ol sddressed Bwir minds o it bul | supposs: that it
would do and yes we woukd nof call a referendum the day afler, so if the Govesnment
nol bring it o the House cadainly the hon Member could. There is no reason o
that (he Geonsemimasnit will nsod Biring B bo tha Houss,
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